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Bolivians protest over lithium deal with German company
Locals are demanding more benefits from a planned German lithium project. The raw material is key to expanding battery
cell production for electric cars.

Demonstrators on Monday launched a series of rolling protests demanding the Bolivian government grant more benefits from a massive
lithium project with Germany's privately owned ACI Systems.

Residents in the province of Potosi say they will not receive enough royalties from the plan to build a factory for electric vehicle batteries and a
lithium hydroxide plant.

Read more: Germany hopes to mine lithium, the white gold of e-mobility 

Protesters marched and blockaded streets in the first of a series of protests planned by the Potosi Civic Committee, which will amplify their
demands in the coming days with public and education strikes if President Evo Morales doesn't respond.

The committee's president, Marco Antonio Pumari, and its general secretary, Josefina Zuleta, are on a hunger strike in the capital, La Paz.

The Uyuni salt pans are believed to have one of the world's largest deposits of lithium, a key raw material for battery cell production.

Demand for battery metals such as cobalt, nickel and lithium is soaring as the German auto industry scrambles to build more electric cars and
cut greenhouse gas emissions.
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Pumari and Zuleta during their hunger strike

The joint venture between Bolivian state company YLB and ACI systems aims to
produce up to 40,000 tons of lithium hydroxide per year over a period of 70 years,
beginning in 2022.

More than 80% of the lithium will be exported to Germany, Wolfgang Schmutz, CEO of
ACI Group, the parent company of ACI Systems, said last December. 

German Economy Minister Peter Altmaier has urged German industries to secure raw
materials for electric batteries to reduce dependence on Asian suppliers.

Read more: Does Europe, does
Germany really need its own
battery cells?

President Morales has sought to
avoid lithium being exported
only as a raw material — and
Germany's willingness to build
production facilities in the
country helped it secure the joint
venture over seven rivals from
Canada, Russia and China. 

The Bolivian government says
the project will bring jobs to a
poor region of the Andean
country.

It blames the opposition for
organizing the protests ahead of
Bolivia's October 20 presidential
election, in which Morales is
seeking a fourth term.

cw/stb (AP, EFE, Reuters)

Every evening, DW's editors
send out a selection of the day's
hard news and quality feature
journalism. You can sign up to
receive it directly here.

 

DW RECOMMENDS

Lithium: the white gold of e-mobility

German company mining lithium in Bolivia

We use cookies to improve our service for you. You can find more information in our data protection declaration. More info OK

https://www.dw.com/en/germany-shores-up-lithium-supply-with-landmark-bolivia-deal/a-46708512
https://www.dw.com/en/does-europe-does-germany-really-need-its-own-battery-cells/a-48367117
https://www.dw.com/en/service/reception/s-6809
https://www.dw.com/a-18265246


Date 08.10.2019

Related Subjects Germany

Keywords Bolivia, Germany, automobiles, electric vehicles

Feedback: Send us your feedback.

Print Print this page

Permalink https://p.dw.com/p/3QrlY

Peru’s vast lithium discovery: A risky economic boon?
A vast deposit of hard-rock lithium could bring riches to Peru, but it also poses environmental and societal questions. The megaproject would take place in
an archeological zone that is also rife with poverty. (02.08.2018)  

Bolivia's Evo Morales plans lithium mining offensive
The Bolivian government aims to pump massive investments to expand the country's production of lithium, a metal needed for the batteries that power
everything from smartphones and laptops to hybrid and electric cars. (17.07.2017)  
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